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MESSAGE  FROM  OUR  NATIONAL  CHAIRMAN 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  Washington  in  June  1948  the  national  officers 
were  re-elected  for  the  1948-1949  term.  We  appreciate  the  honor,  and  hope  your 
confidence  in  us  will  not  have  been  misplaced! 

A  resolution  was  passed  at  that  time  to  extend  the  national  officers’  term 
of  office  to  two  years,  beginning  in  1949.  So  the  nev;  officers  elected  in  June 
1949  will  serve  for  two  years.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Special  Libraries  Association’s  Executive  Council.  The  New  York  section  of  the 
Geography  and  Nap  Group  has  voted  to  have  its  officers  also  serve  for  two  years, 
starting  with  1948,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Washington  members  will  follow  suit  soon. 

This  number  of  the  Bulletin  has  been  issued  by  the  Washington  members  of  the 
Geography  and  Map  Group,  under  the  editorship  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Lewis,  while  the  coming 
spring  number  will  be  produced  by  the  New  York  members.  All  members  are  urged  to 
send  in  items  of  interest  and  suggestions  or  recommendations.  We  need  the  help  of 
everyone . 

Happy  New  Year  to  you  all! 

Ena  L.  Yonge 
National  Chairman 


NATIONAL  GROUP  NEWS 

"Future  Indicative.”  Washington,  June  1948 

During  the  S.L.A.  39th  Annual  Convention,  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  Geography 
and  Map  Group  held  its  annual  meeting  June  11,  1948,  11  A.M.,  in  the  Statler  Hotel, 
with  Miss  Ena  L.  Yonge,  Chairman,  presiding.  Five  New  York  members,  thirteen 
Washington  members,  and  Miss  Rosalie  H.  Held  of  St.  Louis  and  Miss  Helen  Winget  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  attended. 

Reports  of  the  Washington  and  the  New  York  local  groups  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  filed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Dr.  Burton  W.  Adkinson,  and  carried,  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  investigate  and  draw  up  a  constitution  and  set  of  by-laws  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Geography  and  Map  Group.  Mrs.  Clara  E.  LeGear,  Chairman,  Mr.  Jacques  S. 

Frazin  and  Mrs.  Dorothy  C.  Lewis  were  named  to  act  and  report  at  the  next  annual 
meeting. 

Dr.  Walter  W.  Ristow  moved  that,  starting  with  the  1949-1950  term  of  office, 
the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  National  Group  serve  for  a  two- 
year  term  instead  of  for  one  year.  The  motion  was  carried. 

Mrs.  LeGear  was  appointed  a  committee  of  one  to  draw  up  a  "definition"  for 
this  Group. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Bartlett  and  Mr.  Frazin,  was  named 
to  cooperate  with  the  S.L.A.  Group  Liaison  Officer  with  regard  to  improvement  of 
the  relations  between  groups  and  the  national  organization. 

Following  a  motion  (carried),  recommending  that  group  activities  be  included 
in  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  instead  of  in  a  specially  issued  bulletin,  a  resolution,  as 
follows,  was  drawn  up  to  be  submitted  to  the  Editor  of  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES: 

"At  a  business  meeting  of  the  Geography  and  Map  Group  (National)  on  June  11, 
1948,  it  was  recommended  that  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  be  augmented  to  include  a 
section  devoted  to  group  activities,  each  group  to  have  the  privilege  of 
submitting  for  publication  bi-annual  reports.  This  would  eliminate  the  ne¬ 
cessity  for  small  groups’  issuing  bulletins,  the  cost  of  which  is  becoming 
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increasingly  expensive.  At  the  same  time  the  entire  membership  would  bene¬ 
fit  from  the  exchange  of  information." 

Plans  for  a  special  issue  of  the  LIBRARY  JOURNAL,  on  Maps,  were  discussed. 

The  slate  of  officers  presented  by  the  Nominating  Committee  (Mrs.  LeGear, 
Chairman,  Miss  Edith  M.  Fitton,  and  Mrs.  Dorothy  Lewis),  for  re-election  for 
another  year,  was  elected  unanimously.  The  re-elected  officers  are; 

Chairman,  Miss  Ena  L.  Yonge  Vice-Chairman,  Dr.  Burton  W.  Adkinson 

Secretary,  Mr.  Arthur  B.  Carlson 

An  expression  of  thanks  was  voted  the  nominating  committee. 

From  Minutes  submitted  by  Arthur  B.  Carlson,  Secretary. 
LIBRARY  JOURNAL  Special  Issue  on  Maps 

A  tentative  table  of  contents  for  the  projected  special  issue  of  the  LIBRARY 
JOURNAL,  to  be  entitled  "Maps  in  Libraries,"  has  been  submitted  to  the  Journal's 
editors  for  approval  or  criticism.  Now  under  consideration  is  the  problem  of  ad¬ 
vertising  for  this  issue.  The  committee  consists  of  Miss  Yonge,  Dr.  Walter  W. 

Ristow,  and  Mr.  Richard  Edes  Harrison. 

LOS  ANGELES  in  '49 

Plans  for  the  annual  Group  meeting  during  the  S.L.A.  Convention,  Los  Angeles, 
June  12-18,  1949,  are  under  way.  While  there  is  not  yet  a  local  Geography  and  Map 
Group  in  California,  the  Convention  Chairman^  Miss  Hazel  Pulling,  is  cooperating  in 
planning  some  interesting  meetings.  There  are  noteworthy  libraries  to  visit,  in  the 
University  of  California,  the  Huntington  Library,  the  Southwestern  Museum,  and  others, 
and  joint  meetings  may  be  arranged  with  other  groups.  Please  send  your  suggestions 
to  your  chairman  to  help  formulate  an  attractive  program. 

This  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  visit  California  and  all  the  West,  so  why  not 
make  a  special  effort  to  combine  attendance  at  the  Convention  with  your  vacation 
plans? 

YORK  GROUP  NE'WS 

Fall  meetings 

Governors  Island  was  the  place  of  the  Group’s  meeting  October  22,  1948,  arranged 
by  Miss  Ruth  Longhenry,  Headquarters  Librarian,  First  Amy.  Dinner  at  the  Officers' 
Club  was  followed  by  a  irieeting  at  the  F  st  Library,  Fort  Jay,  where  Captain  J.  N. 
Strohlein,  C.E.,  talked  on  the  first  Army's  mapping  service.  The  Group  was  also  given 
the  opportunity  to  inspect  the  map  files  and  the  reproduction  plant  of  the  First  Army 
Engineer  Intelligence  Division. 

The  Group's  meeting  December  7,  1948,  was  at  the  Associated  Press,  50  Rockefeller 
Plaza,  where  Mr.  John  A.  Carlton,  head  of  Newsphoto  Art  Department,  addressed  the 
Group  on  this  great  news-gathering  agency,  particularly  on:  Behind  the  Scenes  with 
Associated  Press;  The  Preparation  and  Transmission  of  Maps  by  Wire  Photo;  The  Receiv¬ 
ing  and  Distribution  of  News  from  All  Parts  of  the  Globe. 

Coming  meetings 

Next  meeting  -  Friday  evening,  February  25,  1949,  at  Columbia  University.  Miss 
Any  L.  Hepburn,  Librarian  of  the  Natural  Sciences  Library,  has  arranged  a  visit  to  the 
newly  remodeled  Map  Room  and  to  the  Library,  and  then  a  talk  by  Professor  John  Taylor 
of  Columbia  University  on  "Geological  Features  of  New  York  City."  The  Group  plans  to 
have  dinner  at  the  Kings  Crown  Hotel  before  the  meeting. 

The  program  for  the  meeting  on  April  22,  1949,  will  be  announced. 


New  York  Chapter  Spring  Institute 

Attention  of  all  Grcuj>  members  is  called  to  this  series  of  meetings  to  be  held 


Friday  and  Saturday,  March  25-26,  in  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  New  York.  Program  and 
details  will  be  included  in  the  January  1949  issue  of  the  New  York  Chapter  News.  Let 
Miss  Yonge  knew  if  you  can  arrange  to  attend  this  series,  so  well-timed  between  Con¬ 
ventions. 

WASHINGTON  GROUP  NEWS 

Summer  and  Fall  meetings 

The  Group  met  at  the  campfire  site  in  Rock  Creek  Park  August  21,  to  see  the 
color  movie.  From  the  Rio  Grande  to  Panama,  a  film  ^^roduced  by  the  United  States  Pub¬ 
lic  Roads  Administration  to  shov;  terrain,  construction  problem.s  and  scenic  back¬ 
grounds  of  the  new  Pan  American  Highway,  nov;  under  construction  by  the  Public  Roads 
Arlministration  in  cooperation  with  the  Latin  American  countries.  The  movie  was  pre¬ 
sented  as  a  regular  part  of  the  summer  recreation  program  of  the  National  Capital  Park 
Service. 

At  the  October  5  meeting,  in  the  Whittall  Pavilion  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
the  Preliminary  Report  of  the  Committee  Appointed  to  Study  Section  7  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  Rules  for  Descriptive  Cataloging  was  presented  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  Miss  Muriel  H.  Parry,  and  v^as  accepted  by  the  group.  (The  report  is  appended  to 
this  Bulletin.)  Then,  Mr.  Cecil  Hobbs  of  the  Library  of  Congress  Division  of  Orienta- 
lia  gave  a  fascinating  description  of  his  trip  last  year  to  southeastern  Asia  to  pro¬ 
cure  printed  materials  for  the  Library  of  Congress.  His  very  beautiful  kodachrorae 
views  illustrated  the  talk. 


Coming  meeting 

Next  meeting  -  Tuesday  7:30  P.M.,  February  8,  1948,  at  Georgetown  University. 

A  visit  to  the  Georgetown  University  Library,  and  a  work  session  on  Map  Cataloging 
Principles,  are  planned.  The  group  will  bo  greeted  by  Mr.  Phillips  Temple,  Librarian 
of  the  University,  and  shown  some  of  the  University's  historical  maps,  at  7:30  id  the 
Library,  2d  floor,  Hea.ly  Hall. 

At  8:00  P.M.,  in  Copley  Lounge,  a  roundtable  discussion  of  the  Preliminary  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee  Appointed  to  Study  Section  7  of  the  Library  of  Congress  "Rules 
for  Descriptive  Cataloging"  will  be  held,  first  among  members  of  the  Committee,  and 
then  with  all  present  participating. 

All  interested  are  especially  requested  to  attend  and  contribute  their  view¬ 
points  on  such  subjects  as:  l)  wnat  maps  really  are  from  a  cataloging  point  of  view; 
2)  the  cataloging  of  maps  according  to  the  same  rules  or  principles  as  books;  3)  the 
need  for  more  manuals  on  cataloging  maps. 

OUR  MEMBERS  HAVE  BEETi 

Attending  a  conference  -  Dr.  Adkinson  attended  the  Fourth  Consultation  on  Cartography, 
Buenos  Aires,  October-November,  and  visited  raapi^ing  institutions  in  several 
South  American  countries.- 

Visiting  Canadian  official  map-making  establishments  in  Ottawa  and  Quebec  -  Miss  Ena 
L.  Yonge  and  Mrs.  Clara  E.  LeGear,  in  September. 

Visiting  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  -  Miss  Mary  Murphy,  through  the  month  of  June. 

Writing  thought-provoking  articles  -  Mr.  S.  W.  Boggs.  See  his  "Geographic  and  Other 
Scientific  Techniques  for  Political  Science"  in  The  American  Political  Science 
Review,  vol.  42,  April  1948,  p.  223-238. 

Conducting  a  national  convention  -  Miss  Jane  Brewer,  Convention  Chairman,  "Future 
Indicative,"  S.L.A.,  Washington,  in  June. 

Visiting  European  map  agencies  and  libraries  -  Mr.  Gerald  L.  Aloxajider,  during  the 
summer. 

Going  home  for  Christmas  (to  Manila,  P.I.)  -  Mr.  Solomon  Arnaldo  (now  of  UNESCO,  New 
York),  with  Mrs.  Arnaldo,  spending  their  first  Christmas  at  home  in  five  years. 
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AIDS  AND  NEW  PUBLICATIONS  IN  OUR  FIELD 


»IIAPS» 

The  Copyright  Office  of  the  Library  of  Congress  has  announced  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  MAPS,  a  cartobibliography  issued  as  Part  6  of  the  newly  re-organized 
Catalog  of  Copyright  Entries,  Third  Series.  The  first  two  issues  cover  the  periods 
Jan. -June  1947  and  July-Dee.  1947,  and  the  first  number  for  1948,  covering  maps 
copyrighted  during  Jan. -June  1948,  has  just  come  off  the  press. 

The  catalog  is  to  continue  on  a  semi-annual  basis.  Issues  are  on  sale  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  at  $0.50  per  issue, 
or  $1.00  for  the  year. 

JOURNAL,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 

A  new  serial  has  been  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  the 
JOITINAL,  of  which  No.  1  for  January  1948  has  appeared.  It  is  a  successor  to  the 
Field  Engineers'  Bulletin,  discontinued  in  1939,  and  contains  valuable  reference 
material  reflecting  Survey  research. 

RESE/iRCH  C.^J'ALQGUE  of  the  American  Geographical  Society 

The  American  Geographical  Society  is  now  making  available,  in  microfilm,  its 
entire  RESEARCH  CATALOGUE  as  of  1940,  comprising  113,000  cards  filmed  in  26  rolls. 
This  card  catalogue  covers  bocks,  periodical  articles,  and  government  documents  of 
geographical  interest,  as  v;ell  as  distinctive  maps  (other  than  sheets  of  map  sets) 
received  at  the  Society  since  1923.  It  is  arranged  by  a  specially  designed  geo¬ 
graphic  cal  classification. 

To  facilitate  use,  each  set  of  the  microfilm  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  (1) 
the  topical  and  regional  classification  on  which  the  catalogue  is  based,  (2)  a  find¬ 
ing  key  showing  the  roll  and  the  place  to  find  any  particular  region  or  topic. 

This  set  may  now  be  procured  from  the  Society  at  $150.00. 

For  the  period  since  1940,  the  Research  Catalogue  on  microfilm  is  supplemented 
by  the  current  mimeographed  series  "CITIRENT  GEOGRAPHICAL  I UBLICaTIONS  :  Additions  to 
the  Research  Catalogue  of  the  American  Geograp^hical  Society  "  v.+iich  v;as  begun  in 
1938  and  is  well  known  to  geographers. 

UNION  LIST  OF  SERIALS  IN  H/IJAII 

A  revealing  index  of  the  breadth  of  interests  in  Hawaii  is  constituted  in  its 
libraries,  particularly  its  public  library  system,  and  the  active  and  up-to-date 
libraries  adjunct  to  its  art  museum,  museum  of  Pacific  ethnology  and  natural  history, 
and  research  institutions  in  tropical  agriculture,  and  also  its  libraries  of 
Hawaiian  history,  and  government  archives.  Periodical  and  serial  holdings  of  these 
libraries  are  surprisingly  extensive. 

The  UNION  LIST  OF  SERIALS  IN  HAWAII  has  been  compiled  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Hawaii  Library  Association.  Its  scope  includes  rare  serials  of  Hawaii,  the  Pacific, 
and  the  Orient.  Orders  may  be  placed,  pre-publication,  for  $6.00,  with:  Committee 
on  the  Union  List,  Hawaii  Library  Association,  P.O.  Box  3916,  Honolulu  12,  Territory 
of  Hawaii. 

PETERMANNS  GEOGR.\PHISCHE  MITTEILUNGEN 

This  valuable  source  of  geographical  information  has  resumed  publication  (by 
Justus  Perthes,  in  Gotha,  Germany)  with  a  quarterly  issue  of  voliime  92,  for  the  year 
1948. 

Current  Surveying  and  Mapping  Literature 

In  many  issues  of  SURVEYING  AND  MAPPING  is  included  the  department  "Current 
Surveying  and  Mapping  Literature,  Magazine  Articles"  which  cites  recent,  and  some¬ 
times  otherwise  obscure,  literature.  SURVEYING  AND  Mj\PPING  is  published  quarterly  by 
the  American  Congress  on  Surveying  and  Mapping.  Address:  Bex  470,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Station,  Washington  4,  D.  C. 
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Surveys  and  Maps 

In  the  MILITARY  ENGINEER,  monthly  journal  of  the  Society  of  American  Military 
Engineers,  is  a  valuable  department  entitled  "Surveys  and  Maps,  Current  Surveying  and 
Mapping  News,"  in  which  new  projects  are  outlined,  newly-appearing  maps  and  map  ser¬ 
ies  critically  reviewed,  and  map-making  methods  and  instruments  described,  July, 
October,  -and  December  194S  issues  are  especially  good.  Address  of  the  Society;  The 
Mills  Building,  Washington  6,  D.  C. 

Recent  Map  Classification  and  Cataloging  Manuals 

1.  Manual  for  the  Classification  and  Cataloguing  of  Maps  in  the  Society’s  Col¬ 
lection.  New  York,  American  Geographical  Society,  1947.  43  P*  Price  ^1.00. 

This  manual  is  the  Society’s  mimeograph  publication  No.  4,  and  consists  of: 
Classification  schedule;  Alphabetical  index  to  the  Classification  schedule;  Subject¬ 
heading  list;  Catalog  card  forms. 

2.  Manual  of  Map  Classification  and  Cataloguing,  Prepared  for  Use  in  the 
Directorate  of  Military  Survey  War  Office.  By  Capt.  E.J.S. Parsons,  R.E,,  London, 

May  1946.  (Mimeographed)  439  p. 

S.L.A.  AW;\RD 

For  notable  professional  achievement  by  a  member  of  S.L.A.  during  the  calendar 
year,  the  granting  of  an  award  will  be  considered  by  the  S.L.A.  Awards  Committee. 
Nominations  (with  supporting  evidence)  may  be  made  by  individuals,  informal  groups, 
or  by  S.L.A.  Groups  or  Chapters.  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES,  Oct.  1948,  p.  281,  gives  a  re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee,  with  details. 

U.  S.  CIVIL  SERVICE  ANI:0UNCE^E^’TS 

The  U.  S.  Civil  Service  Commission  is  accepting  applications  for  two  examina¬ 
tions  for  federal  employment  in  the  geographic  field:  Geographer,  $3,727  to  $10,305. 
Ann.  No.  120  (Unassembled)  -  no  closing  date.  Engineering  and  Cartographic 
Draftsman,  Statistical  Draftsman,  $2,152  to  $3,727.  Ann.  No.  I30  -  no  closing  date. 

geo(^:apkical  organizations  notes 

International  Geographical  Union 

The  Congress  of  the  International  Gecgrapjhical  Union,  postponed  in  1943,  is  to 
be  held  in  Lisbon,  Portugal,  in  April  1949.  Ainericans  planning  to  attend  should  noti¬ 
fy  Professor  George  B.  Cressey,  at  Syracuse  University.  Inouiries  may  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  Orlando  Ribeiro,  Praca  do  Rio  do  Janeiro  I4,  Lisbon,  Portugal. 

Association  of  American  Geographers  and  American  Society  for  Professional  Geographers 
These  two  organizations  are  holding  a  joint  m.eeting  Decem.ber  27-30  in  Madison, 
Wisconsin.  Their  JOINT  NF.iISLETTER,  November  1948.  includes  notes  on  the  program,  and 
gives  the  text  of  the  constitution  proposed  for  an  amalgamated  organization  composed 
of  these  two  leading  geographical  associations. 

National  Geographic  Society 

The  1948-1949  series  of  National  Geographic  Society  Lectures,  being  given  on 
Fridays  in  Constitution  Hall,  Washington,  D.C.,  has  fourteen  lectures  yet  to  be  given 
by  distinguished  explorers,  travelers,  and  scientists  presenting  a  variety  of  motion 
pictures  in  natural  colors. 


PRELIMINARY  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO 
STUDY  SECTION  7  OF  THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
RULES  FOR  DESCRIPTIVE  CATALOGING 


This  Connittee  of  the  Geography  and  Map  Group  of  the  Washington,  D.C.,  Chapter 
of  the  Special  Libraries  Association,  before  proceeding  to  its  delegated  task,  wishes 
to  express  on  behalf  of  nap  catalogers,  gratitude  to  the  Library  of  Congress  for  its 
leadership  in  the  field  of  nap  cataloging.  The  Library  of  Congress  has  rendered  a 
substantial  service  to  librarians  in  that  its  fcrnulation  of  the  rules  under  consider¬ 
ation  and  its  preparation  of  printed  catalog  cards,  first  for  the  Arny  Hap  Service  nap 
distribution,  and  nore  recently  for  cornercial  naps,  has  indicated  to  librarians  in 
all  kinds  of  libraries  that  efficient  control  of  nap  collections  through  the  card 
catalog  is  possible,  and  that  the  apparent  difficulties  of  nap  cataloging  are  not  in¬ 
surmountable  . 

Recognizing  the  unique  position  of  the  Library  of  Congress  and  its  influence 
upon  library  practices  throughout  the  world,  this  Connittee  hopes  the  following  con- 
nents  will  be  helpful  in  the  final  revision  of  the  Library  of  Congress  Rules  for 
Descri:-tive  Cataloging. 

In  analyzing  the  section  relating  to  na^.s,  atlases,  globes,  and  relief  models 
(Section  7)  of  the  Preliminary  Edition  of  the  Library  of  Congress  Rules  for  Descri;.- 
tive  Cataloging,  the  Committee  believes  that  constructive  cement  on  individual  rules 
for  map  cataloging  is  not  possible  because  of  its  dissatisfaction  with  some  of  the 
basic  principles  assumed,  or  stated  in  Section  7. 

The  Committee  believes  that  the  adoption  of  the  ALa  Catalog  Rules;  Author  and 
Title  Entries  is  not  justifiable  for  maps.  Authorship  has  no  longer  the  same  signifi¬ 
cance  to  the  map  user  that  it  has  to  the  book  reader.  The  extensive  use  of  recently 
developed  cartographic  equipment  and  the  wide  adoption  of  assembly-line  techniques  in 
modern  cartography  have  increasingly  divided  the  responsibility  for  the  planning  and 
execution  of  the  map.  It  is  seldom  that  an  individual  may  be  considered  the  author 
of  a  modern  map.  Furthermore,  the  customary  practice  in  institutions^  dealing  ex¬ 
clusively  or  primarily  with  maps,  and  hence  little  influenced  by  the  traditions  of 
book  cataloging,  has  been  to  employ  area  as  the  basis  of  physical  arrangement  or 
classification,  and  as  the  primary  arrangement  of  their  card  catalogs  or  other  index¬ 
ing  tools.  Hence,  the  Committee  holds  area  to  be  by  far  the  most  appropriate  heading 
for  map  cataloging,  either  alone  or  qualified  by  date,  subject,  scale,  or  other 
factors . 

Therefore,  the  Committee  believes  that  the  whole  question  of  selection  and 
arrangement  of  descriptive  data  on  the  printed  cards  should  re.main  open,  until  the 
form  of  heading  for  naps  is  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  majority  of  map- 
users  . 


In  order  to  test  the  validity  of  its  basic  conclusion  that  maps  and  books  are 
fundamentally  different  rather  than  alike,  the  Committee  has  weighed  the  differences 


1.  Army  Map  Service,  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  American  Geographical  Society, 
Sanborn  Map  Company,  Institute  of  Geographical  Exploration,  British  Directorate  of 
Military  Survey. 
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and  submits  the  follovdng  examples: 

2 

A.  Maps  are  fundamentally  unlike  books  in  their  physical  nature: 

1.  A  map  is  a  graphic  representation  of  an  area,  whether  land,  water, 
space  or  subsurface,  and  as  such  is  more  comparable  to  a  picture 
than  to  a  vn’itten  document. 

2.  Maps  appear  in  a  multiplicity  of  forms,  as  engravings,  drawing, 
manuscripts,  paintings,  aerial  photographs,  floor  arid  m.ural  mosaics, 
etc.,  and  msy  be  reproduced  on  any  medium,  such  as  paper,  cloth, 
plastic,  rubber,  glass,  metal,  wood,  film,  etc.,  or  may  appear  as 
three-dimensional  objects,  such  as  globes,  relief  models,  block 
diagrams ,  etc , 

3.  Maps  appear  in  a  variety  of  formats  and  assume  all  sizes,  proportions 
and  shapes  with  a  complete  lack  of  standardization,  in  contrast  to 
books,  of  which  the  manufacture  is  controlled  somewhat  by  standard 
dimensions  of  paper  and  printing  equipment.  A  single  map  may  appear 
as  an  atlas  by  being  cut  into  pieces  and  bound;  it  may  be  mounted  on 
sticks  for  lecture  purposes;  it  may  be  cut  into  small  pieces  for 
convenient  handling.  A  single  title  may  represent  several  thousand 
sheets,  each  sheet  being  an  individual  usable  map. 

4.  Haps  usually  lack  a  title  page,  thereby  placing  the  responsibility 
for  establishing  an  adequate  entry  upon  the  cataloger,  who  must 
examine  the  entire  nap  an'l  any  accompanying  texts  for  data. 

5.  Maps  are  subject  to  recurrent  change,  often  v/ithout  notice,  through 
the  use  of  many  mechanical  dUf-licating  processes  to  wldch  books  are 
not  subject. 

B.  Maps  are  unlike  books  in  use: 

1.  Maps,  being  pictorial,  permit  immediate  comprehension  of  data. 

2.  Maps  require  more  extensive  work  space  for  ease  of  handling  and 
study . 

3.  Maps  often  must  be  observed  at  the  storage  site  because  of  their 
bulk,  size  of  surface  area  or  fixed  position. 

4.  Maps  are  often  media  for  audience  participation  and  are  particularly 
suited  for  use  as  illustrative  material  in  the  lecture  room. 

5.  Maps  do  not  depend  upon  literary  style  nor  language  for  interpre¬ 
tation,  but  are  in  themselves  a  universal  language. 

C.  Maps  are  fundamentally  unlike  books  with  respect  to  the  problem  they 

create  in  housing,  arrangement  and  preservation: 


2.  This  Committee  uses  the  term  map  to  include  all  forms  of  cartographic 
production:  maps,  nautical,  aeronautical,  and  astronomical  charts;  subsurface 
maps;  atlases;  globes;  relief  models;  aerial  photographs,  etc. 
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1.  Maps,  in  general,  cannot  be  interfiled  with  books. 

2.  Maps,  because  of  their  varying  formats,  must  be  housed  in  varying 
types  of  equipment. 

3.  Maps,  because  they  are  often  fragile  and  often  unwieldy,  cannot  be 
filed  and  withdrawn  as  easily  as  books.  In  order  to  avoid  unneces¬ 
sary  handling  of  the  maps,  the  catalog  cards  must  present  information 
which  permits  the  user  to  select  the  map  by  referring  to  the  cards. 

k-  Maps  require  special  measures  for  their  preservation,  particularly 
those  printed  upon  or  made  of  fiLm,  cloth,  plastic,  rubber,  etc. 

For  these  reasons,  the  Committee  believes  that  rules  for  the  cataloging  of 
maps  cannot  satisfactorily  follow  traditional  book  cataloging,  but  must  be  inde¬ 
pendently  organized,  preferably,  in  a  self-contained  document. 

In  view  of  these  factors  the  Committee  recommends:  1.  That  the  Library  of 
Congress  rc-study  the  question  of  heading  for  map  entries,  giving  serious  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  use  of  area  for  that  purpose;  2.  That  plans  be  made  for  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  new  Library  of  Congress  rules  for  the  cataloging  of  maps  as  a  separate 
document. 

This  report  is  submitted  herev/ith  to  the  Geography  and  Map  Group  of  the 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Chapter  of  the  Special  Libraries  Association,  as  a  preliminary 
statement.  The  Committee  further  recommends  that  the  Group  fonvard  copies  of  this 
report  concurrently  to  the  Special  Libraries  Association  Publications  Committee; 
the  Special  Libraries  Association  Geography  and  I'lap  Group  Chairman;  the  Washington, 
D.  C.,  Chapter  Executive  Beard;  the  Library  of  Congress;  and  the  .American  Library 
Association's  Committee  on  Descriptive  Cataloging,  for  rtvitw,  comment  and  reply, 
prior  to  the  Committee's  preparation  of  a  final  repert. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jane  Brev/er 

Mary  Murp  hy 

Dorothy  C.  Lewis 

Joseph  C.  Rogers 

Muriel  H.  Parry,  Chairman 

Washington,  D.  C. 

October  5,  194^ 
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